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Water Supply for Fire Fighting Purposes

This Fast Fact clarifies the NSW Rural
Fire Service (RFS) position on the
requirement for water supplies for
development in bush fire prone areas.

Adequate water supply is critical for effective
fire fighting. Where a non reticulated water
supply is provided or the reticulated water
supply is deemed inadequate, an additional
onsite stored supply of water for fire fighting
will be required. Non reticulated water is a
supply that is not piped by council or a water
authority and includes rainwater, ground
water or surface water.

In the past, additional water sources could
take the form of a static water supply (SWS)
or a dedicated water supply. The RFS has
traditionally required that an alternate supply
of water be ‘dedicated’ for fire fighting
purposes in line with the provisions of
Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2006 (PBP).
Dedicated water implies that the supply shall
be in the form of a tank of water and has
traditionally not included swimming pools or
dams. The term also implies that the supply
must be isolated from other domestic water
supplies and used solely for fire fighting
purposes.

From a practical fire fighting point of view, any
source of available water will be utilised
during a bush fire event and dedicated tanks
are not always the most practical option.

In light of the above and the increasing
demand for sustainable and efficient use of
our water resources, the RFS will no longer
require water to be solely ‘dedicated’ for fire
fighting purposes and will allow more flexibility
in satisfying the water requirements of PBP.
As such, water holding structures such as
tanks, swimming pools and dams can be
considered.

Therefore, the RFS conditions addressing
water supply will no longer refer to a
‘dedicated’ water supply and will simply state
that a supply of water shall be provided for
‘fire fighting purposes’. This position will also
apply to previously issued conditions referring
to dedicated supplies. As such, the water
source can be used for other purposes and
allow for the circulation of fresh water. The
onus will be on the property owner to provide
suitable water supply arrangements for fire
fighting that meet the RFS requirements and
ensure that any water sources are maintained
at the appropriate capacity (see Table 4. of
PBP).

Water capacities, access (tanker or
pedestrian) for fire fighters and the provision
of appropriate connections should also be
considered when determining if a proposed
water source is suitable. Furthermore, the
property owner is encouraged to place a
‘SWS’ sign in a visible location on the street
front.

Disclaimer: Any representation, statement opinion, or advice expressed or implied in this publication is made

in good faith on the basis that the State of New South Wales, the NSW Rural Fire Service, its agents and
employees are not liable (whether by reason of negligence, lack of care or otherwise) to any person for any
damage or loss whatsoever which has occurred or may occur in relation to that person taking or not taking
(as the case may be) action in respect of any representation, statement or advice referred to above
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